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Business incubator up and running.

Published: June 28. 2005 12:00AM
By Leslie Wright
Free Press Staff Writer

Buzz Hoerr pays $200 a month rent for a small but brand new office in the
Vermont Center for Emerging Technologies. The low rent isn't the main
reason he's there. 

Hoerr, who is chief executive officer of ElectroCell Technologies, wants to
take advantage of the center's sources for guidance on patents, licensing
and locating funding sources, as he finds markets for his company's
nascent technology. The center is a nonprofit affiliated with the University
of Vermont. 

ElectroCell has a patent on the use of electricity to neutralize odor in
animal waste, an especially significant problem on large-scale corporate
farms. As the animal waste application hits the market, ElectroCell is
finding other ways to use the technology including controlling zebra
mussels on underwater intake pipes. 

"These people are champs at accessing federal and state grant money and
foundation money," Hoerr said.

ElectroCell Technologies, a company started eight months ago, is one of
the first two companies to set up at the center. In addition to rent,
ElectroCell agreed to give the University of Vermont a 1 percent share of
the company for every year it's headquartered there, Hoerr said. The other
tenant is Apollo SRI, which is marketing filtering technology developed at
the university for use in the pharmaceutical industry. 

The center was officially opened on Monday at a ceremony in front of
Farrell Hall on the former Trinity College campus in Burlington. A priority of
UVM President Daniel Fogel, the center is a technology business incubator
that aims to assist entrepreneurs in tapping into technology and expertise
at UVM and provide a launching pad for commercial applications of
technologies developed at the university. 

The technology for Hoerr's company actually came from Israel, but he is
interested in taking advantage of the center's connections to the
university's licensing and funding sources. 

"It's important because it gives Vermont a foothold in the emerging
technologies of the 21st century and the ability to translate them to
marketable applications that generate jobs," Fogel said. 

The center occupies 4,000 square feet in the basement of the former
library building.

Even before the ceremonial ribbon was cut for the new center, Sen.
Patrick Leahy announced $1 million in federal funds had been earmarked
to expand the business incubator. The grant comprises $750,000 through
the Department of Housing and Urban Development and $300,000 through
the Small Business Administration. 
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The money will be used to fund a second location in the Burlington area
that will house more laboratory and production space and additional
companies, said center Director Thomas Rainey said. 

By September, the incubator is expected to have seven tenant companies,
which would be capacity for the Farrell Hall offices. Response to the center
has been overwhelming, Rainey said. Since the center was announced 15
months ago there have been more than 80 inquiries from entrepreneurs
hoping to set up there. Interest has come from within Vermont but also
from the Boston area, Montreal and Washington, D.C., Rainey said.
Contact Leslie Wright at 660-1841 or lwright@bfp.burlingtonfreepress.com 
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